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Behind the Veil of Economics: Essays in the Worldly Philosophy Robert L. Heilbroner 1988
Explores the "regime-like" character of capitalism, the meaning of work and economic value,
and the manner in which social visions affect economic analysis
The future as history : The historic currents of our time and the direction in which they are
taking America Robert L. Heilbroner 1960
Adam's Fallacy Duncan K. Foley 2009-06-30 This book could be called "The Intelligent
Person's Guide to Economics." The title expresses Duncan Foley's belief that economics at
its most abstract and interesting level is a speculative philosophical discourse, not a
deductive or inductive science. Adam's fallacy is the attempt to separate the economic
sphere of life, in which the pursuit of self-interest is led by the invisible hand of the market to
a socially beneficial outcome, from the rest of social life, in which the pursuit of self-interest is
morally problematic and has to be weighed against other ends.
Economics Explained Robert L. Heilbroner 1998-05-05 Explains the basic concepts of
economics, describes how our economy runs, and discusses big business and international
economics
Economics Explained Robert L. Heilbroner 1987-08-01 A history of economic concepts with
emphasis on those of Adam Smith, Marx, and Keynes.
The Armchair Economist Steven E. Landsburg 2012-05-10 Air bags cause accidents,
because well-protected drivers take more risks. This well-documented truth comes as a
surprise to most people, but not to economists, who have learned to take seriously the
proposition that people respond to incentives. In The Armchair Economist, Steven E.
Landsburg shows how the laws of economics reveal themselves in everyday experience and
illuminate the entire range of human behavior. Why does popcorn cost so much at the
cinema? The 'obvious' answer is that the owner has a monopoly, but if that were the whole
story, there would also be a monopoly price to use the toilet. When a sudden frost destroys
much of the Florida orange crop and prices skyrocket, journalists point to the 'obvious'
exercise of monopoly power. Economists see just the opposite: If growers had monopoly
power, they'd have raised prices before the frost. Why don't concert promoters raise ticket
prices even when they are sure they will sell out months in advance? Why are some goods
sold at auction and others at pre-announced prices? Why do boxes at the football sell out
before the standard seats do? Why are bank buildings fancier than supermarkets? Why do
corporations confer huge pensions on failed executives? Why don't firms require workers to
buy their jobs? Landsburg explains why the obvious answers are wrong, reveals better

answers, and illuminates the fundamental laws of human behavior along the way. This is a
book of surprises: a guided tour of the familiar, filtered through a decidedly unfamiliar lens.
This is economics for the sheer intellectual joy of it.
The Commanding Heights Daniel Yergin 2008-12-26 The most powerful force in the world
economy today is the redefinition of the relationship between state and marketplace - a
process that goes by the name of privatization though this term is inadequate to express its
far-reaching changes. We are moving from an era in which governments sought to seize and
control the 'commanding heights' of the economy to an era in which the idea of free markets
is capturing the commanding heights of world economic thinking. Basic views of how society
ought to be organized are undergoing rapid change, trillions of dollars are changing hands
and so is fundamental political power. Great new wealth is being created - as are huge
opportunities and huge risks. Taking a worldwide perspective, including Britain, where the
process began with Mrs Thatcher, Europe and the former USSR, China, Latin America and
the US, THE COMMANDING HEIGHTS shows how a revolution in ideas is transforming the
world economy - why it is happening, how it can go wrong and what it will mean for the
global economy going into the twenty-first century.
The Academic Scribblers William Breit 1982
The History of Economic Thought: A Reader Steven G Medema 2004-02-24 This new reader
in the history of economic thought is edited by two of the most respected figures in the field.
With clearly written summaries putting each selection into context, this book will be of great
use to students and lecturers of the history of economic thought as it goes beyond the
simple reprinting of articles. Selections and discussions include such thinkers as Aristotle,
John Locke, François Quesnay, David Hume, Jean-Baptiste Say, Karl Marx, William Stanley
Jevons, Irving Fisher and Thorstein Veblen. The History of Economic Thought: A Reader can
be used as a core textbook or as a supplementary text on courses in economic thought and
philosophy, and will provide readers with a good foundation in the different schools of
thought that run through economics.
Grand Pursuit Sylvia Nasar 2011 Traces how the works of Charles Dickens and Henry
Mayhew reflected the poor majority in mid-nineteenth-century London, citing the
achievements of such influential figures as John Maynard Keyes, Paul Samuelson, and
Amartya Sen.
Economics Explained Robert L. Heilbroner 1986
Teachings from the Worldly Philosophy Robert L. Heilbroner 1997-04-17 Selections from
great writings on economics, annotated and introduced by a distinguished economist and
teacher. Author of The Worldly Philosophers, a 3-million-copy seller, Robert Heilbroner offers
here a compendium of readings from the "worldly philosophers" themselves. The selections
range from the earliest economic thought to such towering volumes as Adam Smith's The
Wealth of Nations, Thomas Malthus's Essay on the Principle of Population, David Ricardo's
Principles of Political Economy, and John Maynard Keynes's The General Theory of
Employment, Interest, and Money. Acting as "a docent, not merely an editor," he takes the
reader through the core arguments with "brilliantly clear commentary" (New York Times
Book Review).
The Nature and Logic of Capitalism Robert L. Heilbroner 1985-09-17 In The Worldly
Philosophers, Robert Heilbroner set out to describe what the great economists thought
would happen to the system of capitalism. In later books. Professor Heilbroner projected his
own views about the future of the capitalist system. Now he asks a still more demanding
question: What is capitalism? In search of an answer, The Nature and Logic of Capitalism
takes us on a far-ranging exploration to the unconscious levels of the human psyche and the

roots of domination and submission; to the organization of primitive society and the origins of
wealth; to the sources of profit and the conception of a "regime" of capital; to the interplay of
relatively slow-changing institutions and the powerful force of the accumulation of wealth. By
the end of this tour we have grappled not only with ideas of Adam Smith and Karl Marx but
with Freud and modern anthropologists as well. And we are far closer to understanding
capitalism in our time, its possibilities and limits.
Economics Evolving Agnar Sandmo 2011-01-17 This book describes the history of economic
thought, focusing on the development of economic theory from Adam Smith's 'Wealth of
Nations' to the late twentieth century. The text concentrates on the most important figures in
the history of the economics. The book examines how important economists have reflected
on the sometimes conflicting goals of efficient resource use and socially acceptable income
distribution.--[book cover].
The Classical School Callum Williams 2020-05-19 A fascinating chronicle of the lives of
twenty economists who played major roles in the evolution of global economic thought. What
was Adam Smith really talking about when he mentioned the "invisible hand"? Did Karl Marx
really predict the end of capitalism? Did Thomas Malthus (from whose name the word
"Malthusian" derives) really believe that famines were desirable? In The Classical School,
Callum Williams debunks popular myths about these great economists, and explains the
significance of their ideas in an engaging way. After reading this book, you will know much
more about the very famous (Smith, Ricardo, Mill) and the not-quite-so-famous (Bernard de
Mandeville, Friedrich Engels, Jean-Baptiste Say). The book offers an assessment of what
they wrote, the impact it had, and the worthiness of their ideas. It's far from the final word on
any of these people, but a useful way of understanding what they were all about, at a time
when understanding these economic giants is perhaps more important than ever.
The Evolution of Economic Ideas Phyllis Deane 1978-10-05 An introduction to the history of
economics for undergraduate students. Puts some of the current theoretical controversies
into long-term perspective by tracing their historical antecedents and parallels.
A History of Economic Thought William J. Barber 2021-02-08 This critical study of the
development of systematic economic ideas explores them in both historical and
contemporary contexts. Many of the issues that faced economists in the past are still with us.
The theories and methods of such men as Adam Smith, T. R. Malthus, David Ricardo, J.S.
Mill, Karl Marx, Alfred Marshall, and J. M. Keynes are often relevant to us today. As the
Great Recession taught us in the first decade of the twenty-first century, the history of
economic thought can have wide-ranging practical applications. In this volume, Professor
William J. Barber assesses the thought of a number of important economists both in terms of
the issues of their day and in relation to modern economic thought. By concentrating on the
greatest exponents, he highlights the central properties of the four main schools of economic
thought—classical, Marxian, neo-classical, and Keynesian—and shows that although each
of these traditions is rooted in a different stage of economic development, they can all
provide insights into the recurring problems of modern economics.
How Rich Countries Got Rich ... and Why Poor Countries Stay Poor Erik S Reinert 2019-1001 A maverick economist explains how protectionism makes nations rich, free trade keeps
them poor---and how rich countries make sure to keep it that way. Throughout history, some
combination of government intervention, protectionism, and strategic investment has driven
successful development everywhere from Renaissance Italy to the modern Far East. Yet
despite the demonstrable success of this approach, development economists largely ignore
it and insist instead on the importance of free trade. Somehow, the thing that made rich
nations rich supposedly won't work on poor countries anymore. Leading heterodox

economist Erik Reinert's invigorating history of economic development shows how Western
economies were founded on protectionism and state activism and only later promoted free
trade, when it worked to their advantage. In the tug-of-war between the gospel of
government intervention and free-market purists, the issue is not that one is more correct,
but that the winning nation tends to favor whatever benefits them most. As Western
countries begin to sense that the rules of the game they set were rigged, Reinert's classic
book gains new urgency. His unique and edifying approach to the history of economic
development is critical reading for anyone who wants to understand how we got here and
what to do next, especially now that we aren't so sure we'll be the winners anymore.
In the Name of Profit Robert L. Heilbroner 2014-05-14 Said One Executive: “Why should my
conscience bother me?” Here are dramatic true stories of executives whose desire for profit
leads them into shameful decisions. Naming actual executive of major American companies,
the authors portray corporate irresponsibility in human term. One executive is shown as he
orders his subordinates to fake a lab report, even though the result might be loss of life.
Others are shown as they bribe a city official, as they knowingly sell a dangerous drug, as
they enrich themselves by betraying their stockholders. These men are not the familiar fastbuck artists, the petty cheats who can be dismissed as “bad apples.” The authors reveal
themselves as solid citizens, educated and well-respected. Yet in the course of business
they easily yield to ambition, avarice or the corporate culture. And almost always, after they
are exposed, they are promoted by their companies. Together these profiles, all of them
written especially for this book, give life to questions raised by books such as America, Inc.
and The Greening of America: · What kind of men run some super-corporations? · How can
“good men” behave so badly” · Does working for a corporation mean violating one’s
conscience? After all the stories are told, the brilliant economist and social critic Robert L.
Heilbroner offers a chapter of perspective. First he confronts the various positions on
corporate responsibility—at one extreme, breaking up the big corporations; at the other,
leaving executive entirely free to maximize profits. And then he cuts through to the realities if
the matter, showing us where the best chance of remedy lies.
The Making of Economic Society Robert L. Heilbroner 1972
The Triumph of Capitalism Robert A. Degen 2011-12-31 Today there is widespread
recognition that capitalism is the socioeconomic system of choice. This volume, perhaps the
best single-volume assessment of this economic model and how it emerged, contributes to
the understanding of the historic role of capitalism. After reviewing the gestation of the
system, it explains the emergence of full-blown capitalism in the eighteenth century, taking it
into the nineteenth and its link to the industrial revolution. The primary focus, however, is on
the twentieth century, in which capitalism faced and met challenges due to world wars and
depression with the aid of interventionist policies, notably Keynesian economics and the
welfare state. But the failure of the postwar policy consensus to cope with the twin problems
of inflation and slow economic growth led to a resurgence of greater reliance on unalloyed
capitalism. Capitalist values so permeate modern culture in America that to question them
seems like heresy. In 1989, the economist Robert L. Heilbroner, who had been a perceptive
student of capitalism and socialism for decades, proclaimed "The Triumph of Capitalism,"
arguing that the contest of economic systems was over and the victory of capitalism was
unambiguous. Fifteen years later, C. Fred Bergsten, Director of the Institute for International
Economics, reinforced this view: "The U.S. model of capitalism and globalization dominates
thinking around the world." Writer Russell Baker, dismayed by perceived degrading effects of
market-obsessed management on journalism, observed that "belief in the virtue of
maximized profits has acquired something like sanctity in American life." An appreciation of

economic and social history, and the accompanying clash of ideas, is helpful in providing a
context in which ongoing challenges may be evaluated. It is important to know that what is
understood to be capitalism has changed significantly over time. The purpose of this book is
to provide such context. Written by an economist, but accessible to a general public, this
book is a wide-ranging assessment of today's dominant economic system and its historical
development.
Behind the Veil of Economics: Essays in the Worldly Philosophy Robert L. Heilbroner 198906-17 "[These essays] are rich in argument, in clear and provocative presentation of
complicated issues, and are often delightfully quotable. Behind the Veil of Economics makes
instructive, disturbing, and lively reading." —Elizabeth Wolgast, New York Times Book
Review What lies behind the veil of economics? Power and ideology, answers Robert
Heilbroner—the power of our economic involvement in society to shape the ways we think
about it; the visions and values that add unsuspected ideological color to our economic
beliefs about it. Most important, Heilbroner shows why economics has become the reigning
form of social inquiry and how we might penetrate its mystique.
The Great Economists Linda Yueh 2018-03-15 What can the ideas of history's greatest
economists tell us about the most important issues of our time? 'The best place to start to
learn about the very greatest economists of all time' Professor Tyler Cowen, author of The
Complacent Class and The Great Stagnation Since the days of Adam Smith, economists
have grappled with a series of familiar problems - but often their ideas are hard to digest,
before we even try to apply them to today's issues. Linda Yueh is renowned for her
combination of erudition, as an accomplished economist herself, and accessibility, as a
leading writer and broadcaster in this field; and in The Great Economists she explains the
key thoughts of history's greatest economists, how their lives and times affected their ideas,
how our lives have been influenced by their work, and how they could help with the policy
challenges that we face today. In the light of current economic problems, and in particular
economic growth, Yueh explores the thoughts of economists from Adam Smith and David
Ricardo through Joan Robinson and Milton Friedman to Douglass North and Robert Solow.
Along the way she asks, for example: what do the ideas of Karl Marx tell us about the likely
future for the Chinese economy? How does the work of John Maynard Keynes, who argued
for government spending to create full employment, help us think about state investment?
And with globalization in trouble, what can we learn about handling Brexit and Trumpism? In
one accessible volume, this expert new voice provides an overarching guide to the biggest
questions of our time. The Great Economists includes: Adam Smith David Ricardo Karl Marx
Alfred Marshall Irving Fisher John Maynard Keynes Joseph Schumpeter Friedrich Hayek
Joan Robinson Milton Friedman Douglass North Robert Solow 'Economics students, like
others, can learn a lot from this book' - Professor Paul Collier, author of The Bottom Billion
'Not only a great way to learn in an easily readable manner about some of the greatest
economic influences of the past, but also a good way to test your own a priori assumptions
about some of the big challenges of our time.' - Lord Jim O'Neill, former Chairman at
Goldman Sachs Asset Management, former UK Treasury Minister, and author of The Growth
Map 'An extremely engaging survey of the lifetimes and ideas of the great thinkers of
economic history.' - Professor Kenneth Rogoff, author of The Curse of Cash and co-author
of This Time is Different 'This book is a very readable introduction to the lives and thinking of
the greats.' - Professor Raghuram Rajan, former Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, and
author of I Do What I Do and Fault Lines 'Read it not only to learn about the world's great
economists, but also to see how consequential thought innovations can be, and have

been.' - Mohamed el-Erian, Chief Economic Adviser at Allianz, former CEO of PIMCO
The Wealth of Nations Adam Smith 2010-08-30 THE MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOK ON
MODERN ECONOMICS The Wealth of Nations is an economics book like no other. First
published in 1776, Adam Smith's groundbreaking theories provide a recipe for national
prosperity that has not been bettered since. It assumes no prior knowledge of its subject,
and over 200 years on, still provides valuable lessons on the fundamentals of economics.
This keepsake edition is a selected abridgement of all five books, and includes an
Introduction by Tom Butler-Bowdon, drawing out lessons for the contemporary reader, a
Foreword from Eamonn Butler, Director of the Adam Smith Institute, and a Preface from Dr.
Razeen Sally of the London School of Economics.
The Essential Adam Smith Adam Smith 1987-03-17 Gathers selections from Smith's
economic writings, discusses his theories, and assesses their influence on modern
economics
A Term at the Fed Laurence H. Meyer 2009-10-13 As a governor of the Federal Reserve
Board from 1996 to 2002, Laurence H. Meyer helped make the economic policies that
steered the United States through some of the wildest and most tumultuous times in its
recent history. Now, in A Term at the Fed, Governor Meyer provides an insider's view of the
Fed, the decisions that affected both the U.S. and world economies, and the challenges
inherent in using monetary policy to guide the economy. When Governor Meyer was
appointed by President Clinton to serve on the Federal Reserve Board of Governors in 1996,
the United States was entering one of the most prosperous periods in its history. It was the
time of "irrational exuberance" and the fabled New Economy. Soon, however, the economy
was tested by the Asian financial crisis, the Russian default and devaluation, the collapse of
Long-Term Capital Management, the bursting of America's stock bubble, and the terrorist
attacks of 9/11. In what amounts to a definitive playbook of monetary policy, Meyer now
relives the Fed's closed-door debates -- debates that questioned how monetary policy
should adapt to the possibility of a New Economy, how the Fed should respond to soaring
equity prices, and whether the Fed should broker the controversial private sector bailout of
LTCM, among other issues. Meyer deftly weaves these issues with firsthand stories about
the personalities involved, from Fed Chairman Alan Greenspan to the various staffers,
governors, politicians, and reporters that populate the world of the Fed. Since the end of his
term, Meyer has continued to watch the Fed and the world economy. He believes that we
are witnessing a repetition of some of the events of the remarkable 1990s -- including a
further acceleration in productivity and perhaps another bull market. History does not repeat
itself, yet Meyer shows us how the lessons learned yesterday may help the Fed shape policy
today.
The Worldly Philosophers Robert L. Heilbroner 1999 The bestselling classic that examines
the history of economic thought from Adam Smith to Karl Marx—“all the economic lore most
general readers conceivably could want to know, served up with a flourish” (The New York
Times). The Worldly Philosophers not only enables us to see more deeply into our history
but helps us better understand our own times. In this seventh edition, Robert L. Heilbroner
provides a new theme that connects thinkers as diverse as Adam Smith and Karl Marx. The
theme is the common focus of their highly varied ideas—namely, the search to understand
how a capitalist society works. It is a focus never more needed than in this age of confusing
economic headlines. In a bold new concluding chapter entitled “The End of the Worldly
Philosophy?” Heilbroner reminds us that the word “end” refers to both the purpose and limits
of economics. This chapter conveys a concern that today’s increasingly “scientific”
economics may overlook fundamental social and political issues that are central to

economics. Thus, unlike its predecessors, this new edition provides not just an indispensable
illumination of our past but a call to action for our future.
Marxism: For and Against Robert L. Heilbroner 1980-12-17 Heilbroner sets forth the central
elements of Marxist thought, arguing that Marxism not only offers profound insights but also
contains limitations that must be recognized by those who have adopted its point of view
The Penguin History of Economics Roger E Backhouse 2002-01-31 A very clear, reliable
and readable history of economic thought from the ancient world to the present day. From
Homer to Marx to John Stuart Mill, Backhouse shows how to keep your Keynsians from your
post-Keynsians and New Keynsians. A core book.
An Inquiry Into the Human Prospect Robert L. Heilbroner 1974
The Instant Economist Timothy Taylor 2012-01-31 The Only Economics Book You Will Ever
Need - A Library Journal 2012 Best Business Book of the Year Economics isn't just about
numbers: It's about politics, psychology, history, and so much more. We are all economistswhen we work, save for the future, invest, pay taxes, and buy our groceries. Yet many of us
feel lost when the subject arises. Award-winning professor Timothy Taylor tackles all the key
questions and hot topics of both microeconomics and macroeconomics, including: Why do
budget deficits matter? What exactly does the Federal Reserve do? Does globalization take
jobs away from American workers? Why is health insurance so costly? The Instant
Economist offers the knowledge and sophistication to understand the issues- so you can
understand and discuss economics on a personal, national, and global level.
The New Industrial State John Kenneth Galbraith 2015-04-29 With searing wit and incisive
commentary, John Kenneth Galbraith redefined America's perception of itself in The New
Industrial State, one of his landmark works. The United States is no longer a free-enterprise
society, Galbraith argues, but a structured state controlled by the largest companies.
Advertising is the means by which these companies manage demand and create consumer
"need" where none previously existed. Multinational corporations are the continuation of this
power system on an international level. The goal of these companies is not the betterment of
society, but immortality through an uninterrupted stream of earnings. First published in 1967,
The New Industrial State continues to resonate today.
The Worldly Philosophers Robert L. Heilbroner 1961
The Economic Approach to Public Policy Ryan Amacher 2019-06-30 Can traditional
economic theory help to solve today's vexing social problems? This unique collection of
thirty-six papers strongly suggests that it can. The economic approach is applied
imaginatively by the authors to a wide range of contemporary issues, such as crime, higher
education, the environment, revenue sharing, equity, justice, and the distribution of income.
The articles also deal with governmental behavior and the role of the economist as
governmental adviser. Shaped during the preparation and teaching of college classes, the
book is well suited for courses in principles of economics, microeconomics, price theory, and
public policy development and analysis. It should also prove a useful reference work for
policy makers.
Economics Explained Lester C Thurow 1985-01-01
Business Civilization in Decline Robert L. Heilbroner 1976 Projects widespread economic
planning in the immediate future, increased industrial socialism within twentyfive years, and
a new, tightly controlled society within a century
21st Century Capitalism Robert L. Heilbroner 1993 Reflecting on the end of communism, the
author of the best-selling The Worldly Philosophers examines the many faces of capitalism,
looking for the aspects of a market economy that will be most capable of succeeding against

today's toughest dilemmas.
Hidden Order David D. Friedman 1996 An economist and author of Price Theory explains
how the fundamental principles of economics can be used to understand marriage, children,
crime, war, and other important aspects of modern life. 20,000 first printing.
Economics in Perspective John Kenneth Galbraith 2017-08-29 In Economics in Perspective,
renowned economist John Kenneth Galbraith presents a compelling and accessible history
of economic ideas, from Aristotle through the twentieth century. Examining theories of the
past that have a continuing modern resonance, he shows that economics is not a timeless,
objective science, but is continually evolving as it is shaped by specific times and places.
From Adam Smith's theories during the Industrial Revolution to those of John Maynard
Keynes after the Great Depression, Galbraith demonstrates that if economic ideas are to
remain relevant, they must continually adapt to the world they inhabit. A lively examination of
economic thought in historical context, Economics in Perspective shows how the field has
evolved across the centuries.
The Crisis of Vision in Modern Economic Thought Robert L. Heilbroner 1996-01-26 A deep
and widespread crisis affects modern economic theory, a crisis that derives from the
absence of a "vision"--a set of widely shared political and social preconceptions--on which all
economics ultimately depends. This absence, in turn, reflects the collapse of the Keynesian
view that provided such a foundation from 1940 through the early 1970s, comparable to
earlier visions provided by Smith, Ricardo, Mill, and Marshall. The "unraveling" of
Keynesianism has been followed by a division into discordant and ineffective camps whose
common denominator seems to be their shared analytical refinement and lack of practical
applicability. This provocative analysis attempts both to describe this state of affairs, and to
suggest the direction in which economic thinking must move if it is to regain the relevance
and remedial power it now pointedly lacks.
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